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SECTION V. 


THE GATHERING OF THE SAINTS, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 128. 

The PAARL of the wheat and tares 
given by our Saviour, Mat. 18th chapter, 
24th to 80th verse; also 86th to 40th 
verses, furnishes a great treasure of 
information on the subject of the gath- 
ering of the: saints out of Babylon; in 
order to obtain a temporal salvation, 
which alludes to the same event spoken 
of in Rev., 18th chapter, 4th verse, 
where the saints are gommanded to 
come out of Babylon that they might 
escape her plagues. Also, Psalm , 
verse 5th, which, says: Gather my 
saints, together unto me, those that have 
made a covenant with me by sacrifice,’’ 
Thus jt is plain to be seen that the 50th 
Psalm and the 18th chapter, 4th, verse of 
Revelations, is in perfect harmany with 
the ParaBiz of the wheat and tares, 
which clearly shows a literal separation 
of the righteous. from the wicked, by 
some process: or. method of gathering 
them intoseparate places. The teres, or 
wicked, are represented as being. gath- 
ered and bound in bundles firat, and 
then the wheat, or righteous, as being 
gathered inte the barn or places of safety, 
verse 30th, and thus an interval of time 
is plainly indicated between the gather- 
ing of the one dnd the securing of the 
other, therefore of necessity a sufficient 
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period of time will be required for the 
gathering and binding of the tares, or 
wicked, and the gathering of the wheat, 
or righteous, into the barn or places of 
safety. Hence this parable shows with 
certainty, the great necessity of the lit- 
eral gathering of the saints out from 
Babylon that they might r the 
great destructions that are to fall upon 
the wicked in the event of the downfall 
of Babylon which is represented in the 
burning of the tares. e accomplish- 
ment of the great work of binding the 
tares in bundles to be burned, and the 
gathering of the living saints to stand in 
holy places in that burning day, is to he 
performed by the axaxts or ministers of 
ist as preparatory to the Second 
dvent, e stated; for as there is 
but the ane second coming of Christ, 
and one gathering of the saints, and one 
downfall of Babylon or burning of the 
tares, then the gathering of the wheat 
into the barn must represent the gather- 
ing of the saints into places of safety; 
while the burning of the. teres would 
fairly, represent the destruction cf the 
wicked, in the event of the downfall of 
nenten There are but the two classes 
or. characters of persons specified in the 
Pana of the tares and wheat, which 
will embrace all the human races of 
mankind: one is the wicked and the other 
is the righteous, Mathew 13, 88, and the 
separation of them is that great and glo- 
tious work which is preparing for the 
second coming of Christ, which is by the 
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gathering together of the saints to stand 
in holy places and be prepared to escape 
the judgments that are to fal) upon the 
wicked, even Babylon the Great, whose 
destruction is nigh at hand, when the 
mighty crash of both Church and State 
will be felt and heard by all nations 
throughout all her dominions; for the 
wrath of God will be poured out upon 
her to her everlasting overtbrow: Rev. 
6: 16, 17: also 11; 18, and 14; 7 to 10; 
Ixsainh 17; 10 to 14; Rev. 18; 8 to 10; 
while the saints who are living on the 
earth shall be gathered together and 
standing in holy places, shall be looking 
forth for the coming of their blessed 
Lord, who shall appear unto them that 
look for him: Heb. 9; 28; Mat. 24; 27 
to 34; Lake 21; 25 to 32; Second Thes- 
salonians, 2d chapter, lst and 2d verses; 
Rev. 18; 4: also Psalm 50th ; 1st to 6th. 
But many have supposed that the gather- 
ing of the saints as represented in the 
PARABLE bythe gathering of the wheat, 
would embrace all the righteous that 
have lived in all ages of the world, and 
that it would include those who have 
died and gone to heaven as well as the 
living saints on the earth; and thereby 
they have erroneously blended the resur- 
reotion of the dead with the gathering 
of the saints into aconfused idea. Such 
a view of the subject is impossible to be 
correct, from the fact that in all ages of 
the world, immediately after death there 
is a final separation of the just from the 
unjust; the righteous are conveyed to 
those mansions of heavenly rest: Luke 
16; 22, 28; Phil. 1; 21 to 28; Rev. 14; 
18—while the wicked are consigned to 
the dark abodes of torment: Psalm 9: 
17; also Luke 16: 22 to 28, and hence, 
inasmuch as the angels to whom this 
work is assigned for the separation of 
the tares and wheat, were not to be sent 
forth until in the time of the harvest or 
end of the world; therefore it shows a 
special gathering of the living saints in 
the last days; and further, those angels 
who are to gather the righteous, ss. 
specified in the PARABLE, are also to 
gather the tares or wicked first; and 
hence if che gathering of the saints 
refers to the collection of the dekd as 
well as the living, then of necessity the 
gathering of the tares would also refer 
to the collection of the wicked who are 
dead, and as@ gathering of the tares or 
wicked could only be accomplished by a 
resurrection from their graves; therefore 
inasmuch as the fares are td he first 
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athered, then the wicked would come 
orth in the first resurrection, even before 
the righteeus; for the ls are to 
gather the tares first; hence it is plain to 
be seen that such a view of the subject, 
though, however popular, yet, it is con- 
tradictory to the Scriptures, and is there- 
fore proven to be false; for none bet the 
righteous are to have a part in the first 
resurrection: see Ist Thessalonians, 4; 
16: ** For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the veice 
of the archangel and with the trump of 
God; and the DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL 
RISE FiRST.”’ Also, see Rev. 20: 5, 6. 
Therefore the wicked are.not to have 
any part in the first resurrection at all; 
but will remain in their dark and sor- 
rowfal abodes, and their silent graves 
will lié untouched until the saints have 
reigned a thousand years with Christ in 
the Millennial glory; and after that 


are to come forth to judgment: see Rev. 
20; 12, 13. 

Therefore, it is most certainly clear 
that the PARAULE of the wheat and tares 
has a particular reference to this life and 
shows that the gathering of the saints is 
a distinct and separate work from the 
resurrection of the dead, for it has been 
previously shown that the gathering of 
the saints was to be before the coming 
of Christ: 2d Thess., 2—1; and that 
the resurrection of the just isto be after 
the coming of Christ: Ist Thess., 4—16. 
Hence it must appear evidently clear 
that the parable of the wheat and tares 
refers to the gathering of the saints out 
of Babylon in order to escape her 
plagues. 

It has been before shown that the 
gathering of the saints and the return 
of the Jews is to take place previous to 
the downfall of Babylon, and the second 
coming of Christ, which is to be in the 
gathering dispensation of the fulness of 
times, that is spoken of in Eph., Ist ch. 
and 10th v., in which the living saints 
are to be gathered together before the 
coming of Christ: Psalms, 5Q—1 to 6 v., 
Rev., 18—4; 2d Thess., 2—1 to 3 v.; 
when the mighty hosts of that Holy 
throng who have lived and died in the 
faith and have gone to ‘that heavenly 
rest to dwell with Christ in heaven 
above, whom the blessed Lord will bring 
with Him at His coming: Ist Thess., 3d 
ch., 18th v.; also, 4th ob., 14th v.; Jude, 
14th verse; 2d Thess., 1—7 to 10 v.; at 


which time the resurrection of the right- 


period the rest of the dead or wicked 
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eous will take place, and the Millennial 
morning will have begun. Hence, inas- 
much as the signs of the times seem to 
appear in the exact fulfillment of the 
many Bible predictions which shows 
most conclusively that those wonderful 
events are mear at hand, which cannot 
fail to awaken a degree of interest in 
the minds of every true believer of the 
Bible, from which it has already been 
shown that the second coming of Christ 
must first be preceded by the gathering 
of the saints; which, according to the 
PARABLE, is to be performed by the reap- 
ers or angels; Mat., 18—80th and 40th v., 
whioh. alludes to holy men, such as the 
faithful ministers of the Church of 
Christ. 

It appears to be an evident fact that 
in the days of the Apostles, the Bishops 
and Presbyters were called angels. as 
well as those heavenly messengers from 
above. See Rev., lst oh, 20th v; also, 
2d ch., lst, 8th, 12th and 18th verses: 
also, 3d ch., Ist, 7th and 14th verses. 
See, also, Mosheim’s Church History, by 
MacLaine, pages 38 and 39. Hence 
there is the highest degree of authority 
to establish the fact. that Christ called 
his ministers, such as Bishopsand Pres- 
byters, his angels. Therefore, it is evi- 
dently clear that the reapers and angels 
spoken of in the PARAULX, refers to the 
faithful ministers of the Gospel, who are 
to labor in the Lord’s vineyard in the 
last days and perform that special work 
of separating the wheat from the tares, 
by preaching the fulness of the Ever- 
LASTING GosPEL to all nations; and 
inasmuch as the Gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth ;’’ Rom. 1—16. And, again 
the Apostle says: To the one we are 
the saviour of death unto death; and to 
the other the saviour of life unto life; 
2d Cor., 2d chap., 16th ver. Therefore, 
those who receive the fulness of the 
Gospel, will gather out from Babylon 
and stand in holy places, while those 
who reject it will remain in Babylon 
where they will partake of her 4ins and 
receive of her plagues, under the seal of 
everlasting condemnation; for by their 
uniting into bands and leagues, to pro- 
tect their own creeds, the works of 
men's hands, and to oppose the truth of 
Heaven, they will render themselves 
unworthy of its blessings, and thus by 
their united opposition, erroneously be- 
lieving they are doing God's service in 
opposing the very principles that God has 
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sent forth for their salvation; therefore, 
they willingly combine themselves into 
bands or bundles as fit subjects to be 
sealed up unto condemnation; wherein 
the solemn warning through the declara- 
tion of the fulness of the Gospel by the 
Lord’s ministers will bind them into 
bundles, because they willingly reject 
the true light, as the Jews rejected the 
offered mercy of their Saviour, and the 
gathering of the saints out from their 
midst will leave the tures; bound by 
their own creeds into sectional divisions 
or bundles, and thus the reapers will 
first gather and bind in bundles the 
tares to be burned in the downfall of 
Babylon. While the saints sball be 
gathered together and standing in holy 
places, where there will be perfect safety 
in that burning day, which will be ful: 
filled by the great calamities that shall 
fall upon Babylon. See Mal., 4th ob., 
det v.: For behald the day cometh, 
that shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stabble; and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.” Second verse: 
But unto you that fear my name shal! 
the sun of righteousness arise with heal- 
ing in his wings, and ye shall go forth 
and grow up as calves of the stall.“ 
Third verse. And ye shall tread down 
the wicked, for they shall be ashes under 
the soles of your feet, in the day that | 
shall do this, aaith the Lord of hosts.” 
The first verse shows a burning day 
for all the proud and they that do wick- 
edly, and as there is but the one burning 
day for the proud gnd wicked before the 
Millennial reign, then Malachi refers to 
the same period of time that is allotted 
for the burning of the tares: and in the 
second verse it says the righteous ‘‘shall 
go forth and grow up as calves of the 
stall: which plainly shows that at the 
burning day the righteous shall be gath- 
ered out of Babylon and stand in holy 
places where they shall escape the burn- 
ing of the tares, and also where they 
shall prosper in peace and righteousness 
and become a great and mighty people 
which is likened to the growing up as 
the calves of the stall; hence in this 
event of the church, it will necessarily 
require a ministry after the primitive 
order of the Gospel to teach and direct 
the congregations of the saints, that 
they may perform the work of the Lord 
im all righteousncss as the reapers in the 
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day of harvest who are as the angels in 
proclaiming the Gospel Message of Truth 
and Light in its ancient purity. It may 
be proper at this juncture of time to 
show that holy men as ministers of the 
Church of Christ were called angels in 
the days of the Aposties. This fact is 
fully confirmed by both Scripture and 
History. John, the Revelator, in writing 
to the Seven Churches of Asia, called 
the PresByTeRs, or Bisnops, the ANGELS 
of the Seven Churches, to which he 
wrote by a special commandment from 
the Lord, wherein he called the BisHops 
the Axons of the Seven Churches. It 
was Christ himself who called his min- 
isters Angels, who were the Presbyters 
of the Seven Churches. Then, since 
Christ has called his ministers Angels, 
upon what ground will any man call in 
question the right of the example that 
Christ has left for his servants, in call- 
ing his ministers in like circumstances 
his angels. It was Christ that spake the 
Parable, and when he said in Mat., 18th 
ch., 80th v., he would send forth his 
Reavers to gather the wheat into his 
barn or places of safety, it was the 
same reapers that he explained in the 
41st verse to mean his Avozrs, that 
should perform the work of the gather- 
ing the wheat and separating the tares, 
such seems to be the meaning of both 
the parable and the explanation given 
by Christ himself; and above sixty years 
after his ascension to heaven when he 
called his beloved Apostle into his holy 
presence in the highest heavens there 
before his Father’s face, revealed to 
John the wonderful things of futurity, 
and commanded him to write them in a 
book and send it tmto the Axor of 
the Church of Ephesus,“ and also, 
‘unto the Axon of the Church at 
Smyrna, and soon until he enumerated 
the seven Anoerts of the Seven Churches 
of Asia: see Rev., Ist ch., 20th v.; also, 
2d ch., Ist, 8th, 12th, and 18th verses; 
also, 8d ch., Ist, 7th and 14th verses. 

It is plain to be seen that those 
ANGELS were men, acting in the offices 
of Bishops or Presbyters who were 
ORDAINED by the Hoty Ghost, by those 
who were in authority of Jesus Christ, 
after the manner as specified in Acts 
20th ch., 17th and 28th verses; also, 
14th ch. and 23d v. 

The reader will please examine Mo- 
sheim’s Church History, pages 88 and 
39, for the historical evidence in proof 
of this fact that the Presbyters and 
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Bishops were called ANGELS in the first 
century of the Christian era. The fol- 
lowing is quoted verbatim from page 38: 
The rulers of the Church were called 
either Presbyters or Bishops; titles 
which, in the New Testament, are un- 
doubtedly applied to the same orders of 
men there, were persons of eminent 
gravity and such as had distinguished 
themselves by their superior sanctity 
and merit.” Also, see page 39, as fol- 
lows: lt was then jadged necessary 
that one man of distinguished gravity 
and wisdom should preside in the Coun- 
cil of the Presbyters, in order to distri- 
bute among his colleagues their several 
tasks, and to be a center of union to the 
whole society. This person was at first 
styled the Anes of the Church to which 
he belonged, but was afterwards distin- 
guished by the name of Bishop or In- 
Spector, a name borrowed from the 
Greek language and expressing the 
principal part of the Episcopal function, 
which was to inspect and superintend 
the affairs of the Chureh.“ 

The above quotations clearly show the 
different titles that were applicable to the 
same office, and positively proves that 
Bishops and Presbyters were called 
ANGELS, and thus the Bible and History 
both abundantly establish the fact that 
the presiding ministers of the Chureh of 
Christ in the days of the Apostles were 
called Axons. Hence, inasmuch as ‘it 
is not the dead but the living saints that 
are to be literally gathered out from 
Babylon that they might escape from the 
burning of the tares, and thereby obtain 
a temporal salvation in that day when 
those terrible judgments are to be poured 
out upon the wicked, when all the proud 
shall be as stubble; therefore, the gath- 
ering together of the saints to stand in 
holy places will be performed the 
faithful ministers of the Church of 
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SECTION VI. 


THE OHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

The presiding ministers of the Church 
of Christ, such as the Bishops and Pres- 
byters were called Anasis in the days 
of the Apostles, according to both Serip- 
ture and History. See Webster's 6th 
definition of the word: “Angel, a 
minister of the Gospel, who is an em- 
bassador of God. 
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The import of the term, Angel,“ 
does not always imply a heavenly mes- 
senger, but was often applicable to men 
who were in charge of the ministry as 
teachers and messengers both under the 
Jewish and Christian Dispenaations. 
See Buck’s Theological Dictionary, page 
17; also the Union'Bible 
51 and 52; and Moshiem's Church His- 
* page 39. 

ose seven ‘' Angels,” mentioned in 
Revelations, 2d and 8d chapters, were 
also called the Seven Stars, spoken of in 
the Ist o. and 20th verse, which says: 
“The seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches.”’ 

The following definition is from Web- 
ster’s Dictionary, concerning the word 
star, or the stars of the seven churches:”’ 
Ministers are also called stars in 
Christ's right hand, as being supported 
and directed by Christ, they convey 
light and knowledge to the followers of 
Christ. Rev., 

With such a faithful ministry to lead the 
church no one would scarcely doubt their 
authority or ability to gather the saints. 
But the grave question has often been 
raised, how could such an inspired min- 
istry exist after the decease of the Apos- 
tles d The reader will remember at the 
time that John wrote the Revelations, A. 
D., 96, all the rest of the Twelve Apostles, 
— John, had been previously mar- 
on , and that John was a prisoner on 

o Isle of Patmos when he wrote the 
Revelations; therefore, there was not a 
single one of the Twelve Apostles 
among all that great, inspired ministry 
of the Seven Presbyters, which Christ 
called the Seven Angels of the Seven 
Churches of Asia; and thus it is proved 
to a demonstration that the Seven 
Churches of Asid had in the absence of 
the Twelve Apostles an inspired ministry 
in the persons of other members as 
inspired teachers acknowledged by Jesus 
Christ himself, through John’s Revela- 
tions; and according to both the exam- 
ples and teachings of Jesus and the 
Apostles, the true ministers of Christ, 
were ordained by the Holy Ghost to the 
office of the Christian ministry. The 
Apostles were ordained to the ministry 
by the authority of Jesus Christ in the 
beginning; Mark 3—14. ‘Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and OBDAINED you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain; that whatsoever ye shall 


ask of the Father in my name, he may 
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give it you.” John 15th chapter and 
16th verse. This 16th verse shows that 
the Apostles received their ordination 
from Christ as the first ministers and 
elders to the church, whereby they were 
authorized to preach and ordain other 
elders, which in process of time, when 
the church became built up in many 
parts of the country, the Apostles or- 
dained them other ministers and elders 
in every church. ‘‘And when-they had 
ORDAINSD THEM ELDERS IN “EVERY 
onunon, and had prayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on 
whom they believed.” Acts, 14th chap- 
ter and 28d verse. 

The foregoing quoistions clearly show 
that the true order of the Christian 
ministry can only descend lawfully by 
ORDINATION, and when considered in 
connection with the following, it will be 
seen that those elders were ordained by 
the Holy Ghost which was in those who 
conferred the ordination; see Acts, 20th 
chapter, verse 17: And from Miletus 
he (Paul) sent to Ephesus and called the 
elders of the church, (verse 18,) And 
when they were come to him, he said 
unto them, (verse 28,) Take heed, there- 
fore, unto yourselves and to ALL THE 
FLOOK, OVER THS WHIOH THE Hor 
GHOST HATH MADE YOU OVERSEBRS, 
feed the Church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.“ 

The foregoing quotations clearly show 
that the elders were ordained by the 
Holy Ghost to take the lead in the affairs 
of the Church of God as the ministers 
of Christ. The manner of conferring 
appointments to office in the church was 
conducted by the laying on of the hands 
by those who were in authority of Jesus 
Christ, as also the conferring the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost: And Ananias 


went his way, and entered into the 


house; and putting his HANDs on him, 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 


Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way 


as thou comest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” Acts, 9—17. 
Verse 8d: ‘‘ Wherefore, brethren, look 
ye out among you seven men of honest 
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom, whom we may APPOINT over this 
business, (verse 5,) And they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost, (and six others,) (verse 6, 
Whom they set before the Apostles; aud 
when they had prayed, they LAID THEIR 
HANDS ON THEM.” Acts, 6th chapter. 
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„Now there were in the church that 
was at Aatioch certain prophets and 
teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon, 
that was oalled Niger, and Lucius of 
Cyrene, and Mann, which had been 
brought up with Herod, the Tetrarch, 
and Saul. As they ministered to the 
Lord and fasted, the Hoty Gunosr said, 
separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them. 
And when they had fasted and prayed 
and BAID THEIR HANDS ON THEM, they 
sent them away, 80 they being sent forth 
by the Holy Ghost,“ Acts, 18—1 to 4 v. 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy, with 
the laying on of the hands of the PRES- 
BYTERY,” Paul to Timothy, lst Tim., 
4—14. ‘*Now when the Apostles which 
were at Jerusalem, heard that Samaria 
had received the Word of God, they sent 
unto them Peter and John; who, when 
they were come down, prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Ghost; 
For as yet he was fallen upon none of 
them; only they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus; Then laid they 
their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghost.” Acts, 8—14 to 17 v. 
„And when Paul had laid his hands 
pon them, the Holy Ghost came on 
hem: and they spake with tongues and 
prophesied.” Acts, 19—6 

The foregoing quotations all concur 
in establishing the fact that the Christ- 
ian ministry that commenced in the 
Christian era, began with the authority 
of Jesus Christ, while in person on the 
earth, and after he ascended to heaven 
he gave commandments through the 
Holy Ghost to the Apostles, Acts, 1—2, 
whom he bad chosen and ordained; and 
all who believed and obeyed the Gospel, 
received the Holy Ghost, and as many 
as took upon them the office of the 
Christian ministry, were also ordained 
by the Holy Ghost through the laying on 
of the hands by those who were in au- 
thority, and thus without the authority 
af Christ there is no Christian ministry, 
and without the Holy Ghost there can 
be no valid ordinations, neither true 
conversions; therefore, those who deny 
the Holy Ghost, have nothing left them 
but „ form of Godliness, but denying 
the power thereof, 2d Tim., 3—5; and 
Paul says, from such turn away.” 

There can be no true charch of Christ 
etcept it is built up according to the 
pattern given by the Apostles who 
have revealed the true order of heaven’s 
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plan, wherein by their own precepts 
and examples they have marked out 
the way of salvation and made it sure, 
in which the many precepts and exam- 
ples given to the rel clearly show 
beyond all possibility of doubt that the 
Apostles truly established a regular 
ordained ministry designed to continue 
in the church while it should exigt in 
its purity, at any subsequent day after 
the decease of the Twelve Apostles. 
This appears evident from the fact that 
the order of the Christian ministry, as 
an institution, was made practicable 
for others besides the Twelve Apostles, 
who also officiated in the same ordi- 
nances as the Apostles with the same 
authority; for Ananias, who was no 
Apostle, was directed by revelation to 
go unto Paul and lay his hands on 
him, that he might receive his sight 
and be filed with the Holy Ghost— 
Acts 9: 17. And also there were 
others who were prophets and teachers 
that were not of the Twelve Apostles, 
who were in the church at Antive, 
such ‘‘as Barnabas and Simeon, that 
was called Niger, and Lucius.” who, 
while they were fasting, and praying, 
the Holy Ghost said unto them, sepa- 
rate Paul and Barnabas unto the work 
of the ministry whereunto the Lord 
had called them, and when they had 
fasted and prayed they laid their hands 
on them and sent them away, so th 

were sent forth by the Holy Ghost; 
Acts 13: 1 to 4. Such seems to have 
been the practice of the former day 
saints and so recorded by the Apostles 
themselves, showing that there were 
others who officiated jn the same ordi- 
nances of the ministry, by the same 
authority that they were invested with 
themselves, and is thereby guaranteed 
unto the Church of Christ as the true 
order of God, and was strictly adhered 
to so long as the church existed in its 
purity, which appears to have boen of 
that same uniformity of discipline 
throughout the Seven Churches of 
Asia at the time that Johu's Revela- 
tions were sent to the Seven Angels or 
Bishops of those Churches; for it ap- 
pears in Paul's day that a body of 
Elders or Presbyters could exercise the 
authority, to lay on bands, to confer 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit upon others, 
as Ananias did upon Saul; of which 
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Paul reminds Timothy of this fact, and 
says: Neglect not the gilt that is in 
thee, which was given thee by prophe- 
cy ;” Ist Tim., 4: 14. 

It has been before shown that the 
Presbytery consisted of a body of 
Elders, and ulso that those Elders were 
ordained by the Holy Ghost to take the 
oversight of the Church in the work 
of the ministry, and it is nuw shown 
that those Elders who were ordained 
hy the Hely Ghost could ordain others, 
and confer the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
through the laying on of the hands by 
prophecy. Such seems to have been 
the order of the ministry that the 
Apostles established in the Church of 
Chri-t, and heuce it is plain to be seen 
what Puul meant when he instructed 
Titas to set in order the things that 
were wanting and ORDAIN ELDERS in 
every city: ‘For thir cause left I 
thee in Crete, that thou shouldst set 1 
ORDER THE THINGS THAT ARE WANTING, 
and ORDAIN Ey.DERS in every city as I 
had appointed thee ;”’ Titus, I: 5. 

How ean it be expected that the true 
Church of Christ evuld exist in the 
Nineteenth Century without the true 
order of the Christian ministry which 
was ordained to regulate all the affairs 
of the Chureb in all —— of the world. 
See Ephesians, 4th chapter and 8th 
verse: Wherefore he saith, When 
He ascended up on high, He led cap- 
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men.” Ilith — And He gave 
some, Aposcles; and some, ets ; 
and Evangelists ; 
Pastors and Teachers;’’ 12th verse: 
„For the pertecting of the saints, iy | 


the work of the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Ubrist;” 13th ver.: 
Fill we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and the knowledge of the Son of | 


God, unto a perfest man, unto the | 


measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ; 14th verse: That we 
henceforth be no more ebfidren tossed 
to and fro, and are carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men and canning craftiness, where- 
by they lie in want to deceive ;”’ 15th 
verse: But speaking the truth in 
love may grow up into him im all things 
which is the Head even Christ.“ 
Much bas been said upon the subject 
of the ministry, wherein it is hoped 


* 
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that it has been made sufficiently plain 
that the impartial reader may clearly 
perceive the great importance that 
should be attached to the true order-of 
the Christian 1 the quotations 
from Ephesians, 4: 11, points out in a 
definite manner some of those offices 
that are essential tu the Christian min- 
istry, such as Apostles, Prophets, 
Evangelists, Pastors and ‘Teachers. 
The 12th verse shows the object and 
design of those offices in the church, 
that they were: for the perfecting of 
the saints and the work of the minis- 
try.“ The 13th verse shows how long 
those offices should continue in the 
church, and that they would be needed 
Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith,“ and that those who were called 
to the ministry were ordained by such 
as were in authority of Jesus Obrist, 
and that the authority descended by 
ordinations and gifts of the -Holy 
Ghost were conferred by the laying on 
of the hands of those who were in 


authority, These facts the New Tee- 


tament Scriptures abundantly prove; 
wherein it has been shown that the 
proper authority for performing those 
ordinances wus invested in the church 


by Jesus Christ, first to the Apostles, 


and from thence to all the ministers of 
His Charch, according to their gifts 
and calling, whereby every legal ordi- 
nation to the Christian ministry, was 
accompanied with the Holy Ghast, 
whieh was a confirming witness to all 
God’s faithful ministers of His mani- 
fest calling unto them: And we are 
His witnesses of these things and so is 
also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath 
—— to them that obey Llim;”’ Acts, 

The order of the ministry which has 
been presented appears to be in accord- 
ance with she Sacred Scriptures, where- 
in it has been shown that a truly 


organised Christian ministry was under 


the direct. nuthority of Jesus Christ, 
and always accompanied by tue Hol 
irit through the medium of God's 
ord. Such was, and is, and ever 
will be the order of that heavenly insti- 
tution of the Church of Christ, wherever 
it may be found in its primitive purity 
in any of the world. But when 
the laws of God were violated 
and the word of inspiration trampled 
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under foot by the rebellious, then the 
Holy Spirit ceased to communicate with 
the unworthy, and the authority of 
Jesus Christ was withdrawn from all 
such transgressors, and the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit were no longer given to 
the unfaithful; though they were zeal- 
ous for their broken forms and ceremo- 
nies; but they denied the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and said the gifts had 
ceased because they were no longer 
needed. And henge the leading cir- 
cumscances that were consequent to the 
falling away of the church are plain to 
be seen, which paved the way for the 


rise of the man of sin“ in fulfillment 


of Paul's predictions, which has been 
already presented in Section 4, No. 8, 
of Tae Teer, concerning the 
falling away of the true order of the 
church, and in view of these facts it is 
easy to discover the true cause why the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost ceased, for it 
could not be — that those spirit- 
val gifts would continue to follow the 
administration of those who were 
members of a fallen church, 2d Tim., 
2: 3, from whom the Hoty PriestHoop, 
or in other worde, the Holy Authority 
of Jesus Christ had been withdrawn. 


SECTION 


THE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD. 


VII. 


Jesus Christ is ‘‘ made a high priest 
forever after the order of Melchizedek,”’ 
Heb., 6: 20. Therefore Melchisedek 
was a high priest of the order of Jesus 
Christ; consequently the priesthood of 
Christ and Melchizedek were both of 
the same order of priesthood. But 
Christ was before Melchizedek; for 
Melchizedek was a priest in Abraham’s 
day, Gen., 14: 18 to 20, and Christ 
was before Abraham, Jobn, 8: 58. 
Christ was before the world was made; 
the world was created by him and for 
him, and all things therein, Col., 1: 16; 
consequently Melchisedek was created 
by Jesus Christ and received his priest- 
hood from Christ, and while Melchize- 
dek was a high priest on the earth, 
Jesus Christ reigned a hig priest in 
heaven, who was also the Son of God, 
and conferred the high priesthood on 
Melchizedek, and hence the Melchise- 
dek priesthood is of the order of the 
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Son of God, because the law and ordi- 
nances thereof pertain to an endless 
life; (and so savs the Book of Mormon, 
and also that, this“ order was from the 
foundation of the world,“ Alma, 9th 
cb., par. 6th), 
force and meaning of the text: Christ 
is made a high priest forever, after the 
order of Melchisedek,“ according to 
the Bible, wherein it is plain to be seen 
that Christ was a bigh priest from the 
foundation of the world, as well as the 
Son of God, and when Christ conferred 
the higb priesthood upon Melchizedek, 
who presided in the land of. Canaan, 
and built a Temple at Sxlem—see 
Josephus, pages and 76[—Christ 
was still a High Priest in Heaven, who 
presided overall his creatures. Christ 
is sometimes represented as a King; 
also a Lawgiver, and Creator, and Son 
of God, as well as a High Priest, 
according to the various attributes 
ascribed to him. The word Christ 
itself signifies a Saviour; and hence it 
is plain to be seen that priesthoud with 
men is nothing more nor less than 
authority given from our Savio r to 
men, that they might have the legiti- 
mate right to officiate in the laws and 
ordinances of God which have been 
iven for Salvation. There are two 
stinct priesthoods spoken of in the 
Bible: one is of the Aaronic or Leviti- 
cal order, and the other is of the Mel- 
chizedek:' The authority of the Aaronic 
priesthood was to officiate in the laws 
of Moses until Christ, when the laws 
of Moses was at an end, and the Gus- 
1 Dispensation introduced, and the 
w of Christ established. wherein 
Christ is the Great High Priest and 
Head of the Church. “Thou art a 
priest forever after the order of Mel- 
obisedek; 7:17. Hence Christ 
is nota high priest after the order of 
Aaron, which was to administer in the 
law of carnal commandments, but 
Christ is a high priest after the order 
of Melchizedek, who lived above four 
hundred and fifty years befére the law 
of Moses was given; therefore Mel- 
chizedek could not have administered 
in the laws of Moses. But Melchize- 
dek was a priest of God, Gen,, 14: 18, 
not after the order of Aaron, but 
after the er of an endless liſe, 
Heb., 7: 16; coneequently Melchise 
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dek must have administered in the 
ordinances of the Gospel, as, the great 
type of Christ, which was to come; for 
Paul bas fully represented Christ to be 
the true antitype of Melchizedek, Heb,, 
Sth, 6th. and 7th chapters; therefore, 
Melchisedek being a high priest after 
the order of an endless life, he could 
nit have typified: Christ except in the 
administering of the ordinances of the 
Gospel, aud it is evident from the 
that the Gospel waa preached 
in Melchigedek’s day. Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness, 2d Peter. 2: 
5, who was before Melchizedek, and 
the Gospel was preached to Abraham, 
who was Gutespyrary with Melchize- 
dek. And the Scripture. foreseeing 
that God would justify the heathea 
through faith, PREACHED BEFORD, THE 
GosPEL unto Abraham, saying, in thee 
shall all nations be blessed,”’ Gal.,.3: 8. 
“Your Father Abrabam rejoiced to see 
my day; and he eaw it, and was glad,“ 
John, 8: 56. “The prophets have 
inquired and searched dilligeatly, whe 
prophecied of the grace that should 
dome unto you,,eeerobing what or 
what manner of time the Srinir oy 
Curis? which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the euffer- 
ingaof Christ, and the glory that should 
follow,” Ist Peter. I: 10, II. By 
faith Moses, when be was come to years, 
refused to be ealled the son of Pharach’s 
daughter, choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the pepole of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son, esteeming the REPROACH OF CHRIST 
greater riches than the treasures: in 
Egypt, Heb... II: 24 to 26,. For 
unto us was the Gospel] PREACHED, as 
well ae unte them; (in the days of 
Moses) but she Wopm preached did 
not profit sham, not belng mixed. with 
them that heard 


The faregoing quotations clearly show 
beyond the reach of all successful con- 
tradietion that the Gespel was preached 
in the days of Abralam, and Mplehize- 
dek was u priest in the days of Abra- 
ham; therefore he bad 4 right to ad- 
minister in the ordinances, of the 
Church in his de „ Gen., 14: 18. 
Melchisedek was King of Salem, and, 
according to Josephus, first built Jeru- 


it;“ Hebrews, 
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who were afterwardsejeeted by the Isra- 
elites. But he who first built it (Je- 
ruselem) was a potent man among the 
Cannanites, and is in our tongue called 
Meicuizenpex, the Righteous King, 
for such he really was; on which ac- 
count he was there the rirst PRIEST OF 
Gon, and first built a Tewpie there 
and called the city Jerusalem, which 
was fyrmerly galled Salem; Josephus, 
page '761.,, We also learn from Jose- 
hus that Melehizedek was a Priest of 
od, and built che first Temple of Jeru- 
aalom, several hundred years before 
Svlomon’a day. This Temple could 
not have been a Jewish Temple, built 
under the jurisdiction of the law of 
Moses; for the law was not yet given, 
neither could it have been a Pagan or 
Heathen Temple; for Melchizedek was. 
a Prigat of the Most High God; chere- 
fore Melchisedek's Temple must have 
been a Christian Temple, and built for 
the purpose of the eongregationscf the 
righteoun'to assemble in and worship 
the Most High God, which was the God 
of Abraham; for when Melchizedek 
and Abraham met together they both 
blessed and worshipped he same God, 
Gen., 14: 20—22 v.; uently if 
Melchizedek built a Temple, according 
to Josephus, then of | uecessity there 
were many of the same faith, It could 
not be expected that Melchizedek, be- 
— man, would have built 
a Temple at the expense of the publie 
for his own individual benefit, and 
heuee taking into consideration that he 
wae called King of Peace.“ and also 
% Priest of the Most High God,“ Heb., 
7; 1. 2: which, whet all taken together, 
establishesa very reasonable conclusion 
that there were many of the same faith 
with Melohizedek, and if their faith led 
to salvation, in the hope of an endless 
life, then their faith must have been 
in the knowledge of Curis? as their 
Ja vioux and Redeemer; for there is no 
other name given under beaven where- 
by mon can be saved „ Jesus 
Christ; Acts, 4: 12. Thus it appears 
from the Soriptures, that in the earl: 
days of Melchisedek there was a Hig 
Priest after the order of Christ who 
officiated on the earth as a minister in 
the erdinances of God's Church while 
Christ was a High Priest ia Heaven; 


salem, in the land of the Oanaanites, | THEREBY PROVING THAT THE MeELCHIZ- 
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OrDER OF PRIESTHOOD CAN EXIST 
ON EARTH WHILE CHRIST IS THE GREAT 
Prisst AND Heap or tHe OnuRcH 
IN Heaven. This priesthood is the 
holy authority of Jesus Cbrist, given 
to his ministers to teach the Go-pel and 
ndininister in the things that pertain to 
Eternal Life. Oonsequently this fact 
being established upon the foundation 
of the sacred Scriptures, as recorded in 
the Holy Bible. It opens up und pre- 
pares the way in showing forth this 
important principle of truth thut the 
Christian ministry is of the Melohise- 
dek order of priesthood, and that-when 
the Aposties ordsined Elders in every 
Church, as is spoken of in Acts, 14: 
23. it was under the Melchizedek order 


of priesthood, ty the authority of Jesus 


Christ, who is a High Prieet after the 
order of Melchiredek; therefore clearly 
shöuwing that the priesthood of Melchiz- 
edek and Christ were both of the same 
identical order of priesthood; whereas, 
when Jesus Christ commissioned his 
Apostles to His Holy Authority to be 
Ministers, it was that same ordet of 
priesthood Whioh Christ himself held 
unto which he ordained them to the 
office of ‘Apostles, as is recorded in 
John 15: 16. Ye have not chosen. 
me, but I have chdsen you, and oRDAIN:' 
ep vou.“ Christ; hence it is plain to 
he seen that the true order of the 
Christian ministry cannot exist, oxeept 
it is by the authority of Jeeus Christ, 
in the Church, © 
The Book of Mormon is very explicit 
on this subject, as follows: And 
ugain, my brethren, I would cite voor 
minds forward to the time which the 
Lord God gave these commandments 
unto His children; and I would that 
ye should remember that the Lord God 
ordained priests, after His Holy Order, 
whioh was after the Order of His Son, 
to teach these things unto the people; 
and those Priests were ordained after 
the Order of His Bon in a manner that 
thereby the powple might know in what 
manner to look forward to His Son for 
Redemption. ** Thus this —ů— 
being prepared from the foundation of 
the world, for such as would not-harden! 
their hearts, being in and through the 
atonement of the only be Son, | 
who was prepared; and thus being 
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ed ‘unto the High Priesthood of the 
Holy Order of God, to teach His Com- 
mandments unto the children of men, 
that they might also enter into His 
Rest, this High Priesthood being ufter 
the Order of His Son, whieh order was 
from the foundation of the world; or, 
in other words, being without beginning 
of days or end of years, being prepared 
from eternity to all eternity, according 
ta Hie ſoreknowiedge of all things, 
Now they were ordained after this 
manner: Being ealled with a bo 
calling, and ordained with a holy ordi- 
nance, and taking upon them the High 
Priesthood of the Holy Order, which 
calling and ordinance, and High Priest- 
bood ‘is without beginning or end; thas 
they heoome high priests forever, after 
the order of the Son, the only begotten 
of the Father, who is without beginning 
of days or end — Dr is full of 
grace, equity and truth.“ in 
Now — said concerning the holy 
order of this High Priesthood ; there 
were many who were ordained and be- 
came High Priests of God; and it was 
on account of their exseeding faith and 
repentance, and their righteousness be- 
fore Gid, they ehoesing to repent and 
work righteousness rather than to per- 
ish; therefore they were called after 
this holy order, aud were sanctified, 
and their garments were washed white 
throwgh the blood of the Lamb. Now 
they; after being sanctified by the Hol 
Ghost, having their garments — 


God. could not look upon sin, save it 
were with abhorrenoe; and there were 
many, exdeeding great maby, who were 
made pure, and entered into the test of 
the Lord ‘their God, And now, my 
brethren, I would that ye should hum- 
ble yourselves before God, and bring 
forth: fruit meet for reperitance, that ye 
may also enter into that rest; yea hum- 
ble yourvelves even as the people in the 
days of Melohizedek, who was also a 
High Priest after this same order 
whieh I bave spoken, ‘who also took 
upon him the High Priesthood forever.“ 
See Book of Mormon,’ Alma, chap. 9, 
par. 6; alee 20th chap,,'par. 18s. 

‘The above quotatipns have been pre- 
sented for the — of showing that 
the Book of Mormon is in harmony 


pr 
called by this! Holy calling, and ordain- 


with the Bible on the subject of the 
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Holy Priesthood, in showing that tbere 
can be no true Christian ministry witn- 


out the authority of Jesus Christ in- 
ordination, it has beenclearly shown that the Priest- 


vested in the Chureh by 


according to the laws and ordinances 


of his Holy Priesthood. ‘° " 
Those who object to the existence of 
the Priesthood of Jesus Christ in the 
Church on the account of what has been 
said by the various Commentatérs on 
Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, if they 
will carefully examine the subject as is 


given from the 4th to the 10th chapter it 
will be seen that Paul was contrasting | 
the inferivrity of the Aaronic or Leviti- | 
cal Priesthood with the greatness or 
superiority of the Priesthood of Christ 
in showing that the Priesthood had been 
changed om the Aaronic order to that 
of the Son of God, and that thé law was 
fulfilled, and at an end, and that Christ 
had become the Great High Priest and 
Head of the Church; whereas there was 
no need of High Priests after the order 
of Aaron to officiate at the altar in offer- 
ing sacrifices for sins any longer, for 
Christ, in fulfillment of both the law and 
the ‘prophets, had offered himself unto 
God as the great and final sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world, and thus 
having finished his work preperation 
and atonement, he ascended to heaven 
where he reigns the Great, High Priest 
and Head of the Church, to intercede 
for all who come unto him. “gy 

pay” Each and every well regulated 
Civil Gowernment has, for ita own main- 
tenance, a proper system of civil author- 
There is no legal administration 
without that proper authority of any 
Government, whether civil or ecclesiaa- 
tic, all acts and ordinanoes are rendered 


null and void without the seal of author- 
ity. Is it reasonable te conclude that 
all the many hundreds of different sects 
and parties of the various religious de- 
nominations of the present day are truly 
invested with the authority of Jesus 
Christ, in all their administrations, while 
they are teaching every variety of 
contradicting dootrines? le it certain 
that any of them are invested with che 
proper authority that was formerly oon- 
ferred upon the church? If eo, would it 
not be well to know that fact? : 
pas* Ought not the claim to Priesthood 
be demonstrated by light and truth, with 
faith and works agreeing with the Word 


of God? „sher me thy faith without 
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thy works, aud | will shew thee my faith 
by my works. James, 2: 14%. 
In the foregoing part of this Section. 


hood of Jesus Christ must positively 
exist in his church as being essentially 
necessary to ithe existence of the true 


‘order of the Christian ministry. And 


whereas it is generally admitted by all 
who are of the Protestant faith, that the 
Apostolie authority either ceased with 
the, Aposties, or was lost through the. 
corruptions of the great apostacy of the 
church ; therefore it is equivalent to a 


8 general, admission that the Apostolic 


authority which was received from Christ, 
has never been invested with any of the 
Protestant divisions, and what is univer- 
sally admitted needs no argument 0 
prove that which is.already granted to 
be trues, hence what rational grounds 
can: justify a hope for them in their 
present position to restore the true order 
of Christianity to its former greatness, 
when many of the fundamental princi- 
pies: of the most essential parts, are 
denied by them, and also are even led 
to doubt the probability of the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost of ever having been be- 
stowed upon any believer since the days 
ef the Apostles. But it must appear 
clear to every true believer that no 
chureh is properly organized after the 
primitive order of God's plan, except it 
embraces the Holy Priesthood of Jesus 
Christ with the fullness of the everlast- 
ing Gospel, and ita members graced with 
the gifts and blessings of the Holy Spirit, 
which is the Seal of the Living God and 
a confirming testimony to the true be- 
lievers and members of the Church of 
Christ. 
— — 


SECTION VIII. 


“THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL.” 


Revelations, 14th chapter, Sth verse: 
„ And F saw another angel fly in the 
midst of heaven, having the eveRLast- 
to preach unto them that 
dwet! on the earth., and to every nation. 
and kindred, and tongue, and people,“ 
verse 7, Saying with 4 loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to Him; for 
the hour 6f His judgment is come; and 
worship Him that made heaven. and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 


witters.” 
The wotl ‘“Gosprt” is recorded 


| 

} 
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above NINETY times in the New Testa- 
ment, and yet in this great number of 
times that the term Gospel is used, it is 
bat once called The Everlasting Gos- 
pel,” and this one instanee was at the 
time the angel was to have it to preach 
to all nations which was to take place 
just before the downfall of Mystery 
Babylon, the Great, the Mother ot Har- 
lots and abominations of tie earth,” 
which is her jadgment day, and above 
eighteen hundred years have passed away 
since the Gospel was first preached by 
the Twelve Apostles, and it appears us 4 
matter of fact that neither the: Aposties 
nor Elders ¢ver used the term, Ber- 
lasting Gospel,“ in all the writings of 
the New Testament, except the one in- 
stance, which referred to a fature period 
when the Gospel should be presented by 
an angel from heaven, and i addition to 
the precepts of the Gospel it is to be 
announced that the hour of judgment, or 
downfall of Babylon is at hand, see Sth 
verse, which the Former Day Saints never 
proclaimed, for Babylon was not yet set 


up ; henceitis evidently plain that it wae. 


appointed for the Latter Day work, and 
undoubtedly it was called the Everlast- 
ing Gospel for some special reason, and 
jt could not have been because it was 
another different Gospel from that which 
the Apostles preached, for Paul taught 
that no other Gospel was to be received 
than that whieh the Apostles had prenoh- 
ed ; but the everlasting Gospel that John 
saw the Angel have, was te be preached 
to every nation on the earth; therefore 
all nations would be required to receive 
it, or fall under condemaation for rajeot- 
ing it; henoe it must have been the 
same Gospel that the Apostles prewched, 
though it was never called the everlast- 
ing Gospel in any of their writings, 
when preached to che Former Day Saints, 
but in John’s Revelations, where it is 
called the everlasting Gospel when it 
should come forth by the ministering of 
an Angel. The most probable reason 
why it is called the EVERLASTING GOSPEL 
is in consequence of the surrounding cir 

cumstances in which it was to come forth, 
for itis to be preached to all the nations 
just before the dewnfall. ef Babylon. 
Then let it be remembered that since the 
days of the Apoaties above six hundred 
different religious. denominations have 
arisen, all preawhing different doctrines, 
and thus in the event of the many dif, 
ferent Gospels preached since the days 
of the Apostles, and Babylon still flour- 


| ishesAriemphant ; and it jee weil aathen- 
ticated fact that all those different de- 
| nominations do not preach the fullness of 
the Gospel; for if they did, what would 
be the use of the Lord sending an Angel 
„having the everlasting Gospel topresch 
unto them that dwell on the earth,” just 
befure the downfall of Babylon, while at 
the same time five or six hundred dlffer- 
ent churches were preaching it, and thus 
it is plein to be seen from the many facts 
through the whole tenor of the subject 
that the restoration of the fulness of the 
Gospel by the ministering of an Angel 
is in accordance with the absolute neces- 
sity of the times, and is in perfect har- 
mony with the Divine Providence of the 
Wise Creator, and thus the fact that an 
Angel was to be sent forch, having the 
everlasting Gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth,“ just before the 
‘downfall of Babylon, furnishes the 
strongest possible degree of proof that 
none of the then existing denominations 
were preaching the fulness of the Gos- 
el, but that there are many Gospels 
being preached by them, Therefore, 
inasmuch as the eterlasting Gospel“ 
was to be preached just before the fal! 
of Babyloh, then alt other Gospels will 
have to fail when Babylon falls; hence 
the ‘restoration of the fullness of the 
Gospel in all its 1 purity by the 
ministering ofthe holy an gels, clothed: with 
the power and authority of Jesus Christ, 
to restore that which was lost, and set 
in order the things that were wanting, 
might be truly and wisely called the 
‘EVERLASTING because it has 
deen preserved in its primitive purity, te 
come forth in an age, when the world 
would be filled with the: spurious pro- 
ductions of men. These facts are in 
accordance with the Sacred Scriptures, 
as recorded in the Holy Bible; and hence 
it is plain to be seen that the intreduc- 
tion of the everlasting Gospel by the 
ministering of an Angel must necessarily 
be the ‘fullness of the Gospel; and is 
therefore properiy dalled the everlasting 
Gospel in contradistinotion o the many 
different Gospels set up by men; 2d Pet., 
2—1;: Gal 1—8; 2d Tim, to 9: 
also 4—8; and thus notwithstanding the 
many falee doctrines that have been 
taught by: the: different ehurches since 
the days ef the Apostles; yet che Lord 
has, provided a remedy in the last days 
in bringing forth the fullnegs of the Gos- 
pel. in all ite primitive purity, which wes 


brought to light by the ministering of 
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THE TRUTH-TELLER. 


aun Angel; first to Joseph Smith, the 
author of Tun Book or Mormon; in 
which the fullness of the Gospel is pre- 
sented in its ancient order, to be taken 
with the Bible, and is therefore the 
FVERLASTING GosPet; which is also the 
New Covenant, containing the Laws of 
God, appertaining to an endless life, of 
which Jesus Christ is Mediator;. Heb., 
12: 24. Paul defines the Gospel of 
Christ to be the power of God unto 
Salvation to every one that: believeth, 
Rom., 1—16; but the power of God is to 
accompany the true order of the Chris 
tian ministry with which the fallness of 
the gospel is also to be preached, as has 
been shown in sections 6 and 7 of the 
Trutw The coming forth of 
the everlasting Gospel by the minister- 
ing of an angel would as necessarity re- 
quire that the Holy Priesthood should 
be conferred upon its ministers as it was 
in the days of the Apostles, that they 
might legally officiate im its ordinances. 
‘Shortly after the coming forth of the 
Book of Mormon, the Melohisedek priest- 
hood was restored by the ministering of 
angels to some of the believers, who 
were ordained to the office of apostles 
by the authority of Jesus Christ, to offi- 
ciate in all the ordinanees of the Gospel; 
and by “this authority the Church of 
Christ was organized on the 6th day of 
April, A. D. 1880, upon the foundation 
of the fulnese of the everlasting Gospel, 
as revealed im the Holy Bible and Book 
of Mormon. (See first edition of the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 
50, seo. 48, part 1 to 4, gleo sec. 2.) 
And hence, the Church of Christ being 
duty organized upon the great platform 
of che fullness of the everlasting Gospel, 
embracing as a science all the true prin- 
ciples of ‘the Christian religion, includ- 
ing the commandments, laws, and ordi- 
nances of God, wherein the power of 
God is made manifest unto salvation to 
every one that believeth according to 
the Gospel, which reveals the whole 
scheme or plan of salvation, and is of- 
fered to all mankind upon the conditions 
of faith and obedience to God. And ac- 
cording to td sacred seriptures there is 
but the ene God: Isaiah 10, 44—6 
and 8, also 45—5; 1 Cor, 8—4 and 6; 
Eph. 4—6; also, see Book of Mormon, 
Alma; 8th oh. 8th par. Thus there is 
but the one true and living God, aad Je- 
sus Obrist, his only begotten Son. John, 
3—16, also, 1 John, 4—9 And without 
faith’ it iv impossible to.’ please God; 
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Heb., 1—6. Faith comes by hearing the 
word of God; Rom., 10—17 No man 
can come unto God except by Jesus 
Chrise; John, 14—6; for he is the 


true light which lighteth every man that 


cometh into the worid; John, 1—¥; 
gave himself a fainsom for all;’’ 
lst Tim., 2-46; and of Him are all 
things given that pertain uato life and 
godliness ;’” 2d Pet., 1—3; God is a 
spirit, and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth ;”’ 
John, 4—24. Therefore, except a man 
have the spirit of Christ, he cannot be « 
true worshipper of God; for, “If any 
man have not the spirit of Christ he is 
none of his; Rom., 8—0. Hence the 
positive necessity of being born of the 
spirit of God, according to the deciara- 
tion of Jesus Christ to Nicodemus; * EX 
cept a man be born ef water and of the 
spirit, he can not enter inte, the king- 
dom of God; John, 3—5 ; ** whesoever 
is: born of God doth not commit sin; 
let John, 3—9. This, then, shows the 
necessity of the new birth, and thus it is 
clearly to be seen that to be born of wa- 


ter and of the spirit, fairly implies to be 


baptised of water and of the Horx 
Guest, which is. being BORN AGALN.”’ 

Such are the holy ordinances of Heav- 
en’s own iastitution, whereby men may 
be truly Bonn or Gop;’’ for John 
truly baptized with water, but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost;’’ Acts, 
1—5. Such is the declaration of the sa- 
cred scripéures, and it seems to have 
been the faith and practice of the for- 
mer day saints, according to both their 
teachings and examples. And it came 
to pass that while Apollas was at Cor- 
inch, Paul, having passed through the 
upper coasts, came to Ephesus, and 
finding certain disciples, he said unto 
them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
since ye believed? And they said unto 
him, We have not so much as heard 
whether thera be any Holy Ghost. And 
he said unto them, Unto what, then, 
were ye baptized? And they said, Un- 
to Jobn’s baptism. Then said Paul. 
John, verily, baptised with the baptism 
eof repentance, saying unto the people 
that they shenid believe on him which 
should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. When they heard this they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
And when Paul hed laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost came on them, 
and they spake with songues aad proph- 
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Such is the true and living way that 
Christ has marked out, that leads to 
eternal life. Christ said, I am the 
way; the truth, and the life: no man 


, cometh unto the Father but by me;”’ 


— 


John, 14—6; and again, Enter ye in at 
the straight gate, * * because straight 
is the gate and narrow is che way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.“ Matt., 7—18 and 14. Though 
the way of the Lord is pleasant and all 
his paths are peace, yet the word of 
the Lord is strict; for. It is written, 
man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that prooceedeth out of 
the mouth of God; Matt. 4—4. 

The Christian religion is founded up- 
on the principles of eternal truth, as re- 


‘vealed in God's Diessed word, and in its 


primitive purity wae not enoumbered by 
those non-essentials that subsequently 
were heaped upon it. Neither was it 
designed that it should be impaired by 
suffering those diminations that eventu- 
ally followed, but was richly furnished 
with ali the precepts.and ordinances of 
heaven’s best gifts, which were caloula- 
ted to promote the highest degree of 
happiness to all mankind, both in thie 
world and in the celestial, to insure 
immortality aud eternal life, upon the 
conditions of faith and obedience to, all 
the commandments of God, which is in 
accordance with che laws of reason, and 
in perfect harmony with every true 
principle of philosophy. It is the great 
scheme or plan of salvation, as the prof- 
fered mercies of God to all the human 
race, and therefore may properly be 
called the of ETERNAL 
and justly holds a claim upon every 
mortal of the highest degree of attention 
among all the sciences of the universe. 
It is God's system or great plan of salva- 
tion, called the KVIRLASTINd GospeL,”’ 
and when faithfully studied it will be 
readily perceived that in order to obtain 
eternal life, it will require the same 
faith and obedience to the same laws 
and ordinances that were committed to 
the former day saints, as revealed in the 
Gospel of Christ, which is unchangeable ; 
Heb., 18—7 and 8; and God is no re- 
specter of persons; Acts, 10—34; 
and hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men for to dwell on all the fave 
of the earth ;’’ Acts, 17—26. Therefore, 
the Gospel plan of salvation is the same 
in every age and in every kind, unto all 
nations wpon the two mighty continents. 
The Bible contains the Gospel of Christ 


as revealed on the Eastern Continent; 
the Book of Mormon contains the Gespel 
of Christ as revealed on the Western 
Contineat, to the descendants of the 
tribe of Joseph, one of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, who emigrated to the Western 
Continent 600 years before Christ, and 
subsequently were called Nephites. They 
increased in numbers and in prosperity 
until they became a great nation, who 
were both ni vilised and enlightened, un- 
to whom Ohrist himself appeared after 
his crucifixion and resurrection, and 
chose twelve disciples from among them, 
and committed to them a dispensation of 
the Gospel with the authority to estab- 
lish his Church among that people by 
whom a sacred record was kept and pre: 
served, which was brought 0 light by 
the ministering of an ‘‘aNnaElL,”’ from 
whieh the Book of Mormon was transla, 
ted by the gift and power of God, which 
contains the fullaess of the Gospel of 
Christ in its ancient puritx. 

he following are the words of 
Jusvs,CuRisT to the ABORIGINAL AMERI- 
oAxe, of an assembled MULTITUDS, in the 
first century, written for both Jew and 

And the Lord said unto him, (Nephi,) 
I give unto you power that ye shall 
baptize this people when | am again as- 
cended into heaven. And again tke 
Lord called others and seid unto them 
likewise; and he gave unto them power 
to baptize; and he said unto them, On 
this wise shail ye baptize, and there 
shall be no disputations among you, 
Verily I say unto you, that whoso re, 
penteth of his sins: through your warde 
and desireth to be baptised in my Dame, 
on this wise shell ye baptize them; be- 
hold, ye shall go down and stand ia the 
water, and in my name shall Je baptize 
them. And now behald. these are the 
words which ye shall say, calling them 
by name, saying: Having authority 
given me of .J Christ, I baptize you 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
And then shall ye immerse them in the 
water, and come forth agaii out of the 
water, And after this manner shall ye 
baptize in my name, for behold, verily | 
say unto you, that the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost are one; and | 
am in the Father, and the Father in me, 
and the Father and I are one; and acr 
cotding as I have commanded you, Abus 
shall ye baptize. And this is 
my doctrine, und it is the dectrine which 
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the Father bath given unte me; and 1 
bear record of the Father, and the Fa- 
ther beareth record of me, and the Holy 
Ghost beareth record of the Father and. 
me, and I bear record that the Father 
commandeth’ all men, every where, to 
repent and believe in me; and whose 
believeth in me and is baptized, the 
same shall be n they are they 
who shall inherit th® Kingdom of God; 
and whoso believeth not in me, and is 
not baptized, shall be damned. Verily, 
verily I say unto. you, that this is my 
doctrine, and I bear record of it from 
the Father; and whoso believeth in me 
believeth in the Father also, and unto 
him will the Father bear record of me, 
and the Holy Ghost will bear record un- 
to him of the Father and me, for the 
Father end I and the Holy Ghost are 
one. * * Blessed are ye if ye shall 
give heed unto the words of these twelve 
whom I have chosen from among you to 
minister unto you, and to be your ser- 
vants, and unto them I have given power 
that they may baptize you with water: 
and after that ye are baptized with wa- 
ter, behold I will baptize you with fire 
and with the Holy Ghost; therefore. 
blessed are ye if ye shall believe in me 
and be baptized, after that ye have seen 
me and know that lam. And again, more 
blessed are they who shall believe in your 
words because that yeshall testify that ye 
have seen me, and that ye know that I 
am. Yea, blessed are they who shall 
believe in. your words, and come down 
into the depths of humility antl be bap- 
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unto them as he touched them, and the 
multitude heard not the words which he 
spake, therefore they did not bear rec- 
ord; bat the disciples bear record that 
he gave them power to give the Holy 
Ghost.“ Nephi, 8th oh., 10th par. 
Worps or Cnnier, which he 
spake unto his Disciples, the Twelve 
whom he had chosen, as he laid his 
hands upon them. And he called them 
by name, saying. ‘ye sball call on the 
Father in my name, in mighty prayer: 
and after ye have done this, ye shall 
have power that on him whom ye shall 
lay your hands, ye shall give the Holy 
Ghost; and u my name shall ye give it. 
for thas do mine Apostles.’ Now Christ 
spake thése words unto them at his first 
appearing; and the multitude heard it 
not, but the Disciples heard it; and on 
as many as they laid their hands, fell 
the Holy Ghost.’’. Book of Moroni, 2d 
chap., par. 1, in the Book of Mormon. 
CHRISTIAN BAPTIsé. 

The Book of Mormon is very explicit 
upon the ordinance of baptism, which | 
clearly points out the only legal mode to 
de by immersion into water, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and 
then to come forth up out of the 
water again. The ordinance is to 
be administered by one who is in 
authority of Jesus Christ, wherein the 
candidate both formally and legally is 
baptized with water, and fully repre- 
sents the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus Cbrist. Thies is in accordance 


tized, for they shall be visited with fire with the New Testament, Know ye 


and with the Holy Ghost, and shall re- 
ceive a vemission of their sins. Lea, 
blessed are the poor in spirit who conte 
unto me, for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven. And again, blessed are all 
they that mourn, for they shall de oom- 
forted; and blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth, Aad bless- 
ed are all they who do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall be 
filldd' with the Holy Ghost.” Book/of 
Mormon, third book of Nephi, chapter 
5, par. and 9. 

| The Hoty Guost given through 
the ordinance of the laying on of the 
hands of the elders by the authority of 
Jesus Christ: ; 

Aud it came to pass that when Jesus 
had made an end of these sayings, he 


tonobed with his hand the disciples 
whom he had chosen, one by one, even 
until he had touched them all, and spake 


not that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death. Therefore we are buried with 
bim by baptiem into death; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of his resurrection,”’ 
Rom., 6: 8, 4, 6. Buried with him in 
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with 
him through the faith of the operation 
of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead,” Col. 2: 12. See Acts, 8: 35 to 
89 v.; Mark, 1: 5, 9, 10; Mat., 8: 5, 6, 
13, 16 „. 

The above quotations all eoncur in 
establishing the primitive mode of bap- 
tism to be by immersion. Baptism during 
the first century is dckhowledged to have 


been performed by immersion, by the 
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